Amendments to the Claims: 



Claims 1-49 were pending at the time of the Office Action. 

Claims 6-9, 11, 12, 18-21, and 23-49 were withdrawn in response to a restriction 
requirement. 

Claims 1, 3-5, 10, 13, 15-17 and 22 are hereby amended. 
Claims 1-5, 10, 13-17, and 22 remain pending. 

1. (Currently Amended) A payload track adapted for use with a payload 

assembly, comprising: 

an elongated support having a support surface including a first channel member 
having a first support surface, a second channel member approximately parallel to 
and spaced apart from the first channel member having a second support surface 
approximately co-planar with the first support surface, the support surfaces being 
configured adapted to engage directly or indirectly with a lower surface of a floor 
panels 

an engagement member centrally disposed between the two channel members, 
wherein a first vertical side of the engagement member is attached to a first 
adjacent portion of the first channel member and a second vertical side of the 
engagement member is attached to a second adjacent portion of the second 
channel member, and the engagement member includes a nd— an engagement 
surface configured adapted to be coupled to the payload assembly, 

wherein the engagement member and t he engagement surface b e ing are at least one of 
flush with and recessed below the lower surface of the floor panel when the 
support surfaces is-are engaged with the lower surface. 
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2. (Original) The payload track of Claim 1, wherein the engagement surface has 
at least one of an engagement slot and an attachment aperture disposed therein. 

3. (Currently Amended) The payload track of Claim 1, wherein the 
engagement surface has an engagement slot disposed therein, the engagement slot having a 
plurality of alternating holes and lands and being configured a dapted to cooperatively engage the 
attachment p ayload assembly. 

4. (Currently Amended) The payload track of Claim 1, wherein the elongated 
support comprises: each of the first and second channel members includes a plurality of 
longitudinal sides. 

a first channel member having a first upper surface; 

a second channel member approximately parallel to and spaced apart from the first 
channel member, the second channel memb e r having a second upper surface approximately co 
planar with the first upper surfac e ; and 

an engagement member coupled between the first and second channel members, the 
engagement member including the engagem e nt surfac e , the first and second upper surfaces 
adapted to engage the lower surface of the floor pan e l. 

5. (Currently Amended) The payload track of Claim 4-1, wherein th e engagement 
member comprises a plate and the engagement surface has at least on e of an engagem e nt slot and 
an attachment ap e rture di s pos e d th e r e in each of the first and second channel members has a "C"- 
shaped section . 
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6. (Withdrawn) The payload track of Claim 1, wherein the elongated support 
comprises: 

a raised plateau portion centrally disposed between a pair of outwardly-extending flange 
portions, the raised plateau portion including the engagement surface. 

7. (Withdrawn) The payload track of Claim 1, wherein the elongated support 
comprises: 

a raised plateau portion centrally disposed between a pair of outwardly-extending flange 
portions; and 

a plate member extending coupled to the raised plateau portion, the top plate including 
the engagement surface. 

8. (Withdrawn) The payload track of Claim 1, wherein the elongated support 
comprises a box-beam member. 

9. (Withdrawn) The payload track of Claim 1, wherein the elongated support 
comprises an "I"-shaped beam member. 

10. (Currently Amended) The payload track of Claim 1, wherein the engagement 
surface is co-planar with at least one of the lower surface of the floor panel and the support 
surface s when the support surfaces are engaged with the lower surface . 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The payload track of Claim 1 , wherein the engagement surface is up 
to about 0.2 inches higher than the support surface. 
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12. (Withdrawn) The payload track of Claim 1 , wherein the engagement surface is 
within a range of between about 0.20 inches higher than the support surface and about 0.04 
inches lower than the support surface, inclusive. 



13. (Currently Amended) A payload assembly, comprising: 
a payload member having at least one rigid support member; and 
a floor assembly including at least one floor panel, and 

an elongated support having a first channel member having a first support 
surface , a second channel member approximately parallel to and spaced apart from the 
first channel member having a second support surface approximately co-planar with the 
first support surface, the support surfaces being engaged with a lower surface of the floor 

an engagement member centrally disposed between the two channel members, 
wherein a first vertical side of the engagement member is attached to a first adjacent portion of 
the first channel member and a second vertical side of the engagement member is attached to a 
second adjacent portion of the second channel member, and the engagement member includes an 
engagement surface coupled to the rigid support member, wherein the engagement member and 
the engagement surface being-are at least one of flush with and recessed below the lower surface 
of the floor paneh43 



14. (Original) The payload assembly of Claim 13, wherein the engagement surface 
has at least one of an engagement slot and an attachment aperture disposed therein. 



15. (Currently Amended) The payload assembly of Claim 13, wherein the 
engagement surface has an engagement slot disposed therein, the engagement slot having a 
plurality of alternating holes and lands and being configured adapted to cooperatively engage the 
attachment p ayload assembly. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The payload assembly of Claim 13, wherein the elongated 
support comprises: each of the first and second channel members includes a plurality of 
longitudinal sides. 

a first channel member having a first upper surface; 

a second channel member approximately parallel to and spaced apart from the first 
channel member, the second channel member having a second upper surface approximately co - 
planar with the first upper surface; and 

an engagement member coupled between the first and second channel m e mbers, the 
engagement member including the engagement surface, the first and second upper surfaces 
adapted to engage the lower surface of the floor panel. 

17. (Currently Amended) The payload assembly of Claim 163, wherein the 
engagement member comprises a plate and the engag e ment surface ha s at least one of an 
engagement slot and an attachment aperture dispos e d therein each of the first and second channel 
members has a "C"-shaped cross section . 

18. (Withdrawn) The payload assembly of Claim 13, wherein the elongated support 
comprises: 

a raised plateau portion centrally disposed between a pair of outwardly-extending flange 
portions, the raised plateau portion including the engagement surface. 

19. (Withdrawn) The payload assembly of Claim 13, wherein the elongated support 
comprises: 

a raised plateau portion centrally disposed between a pair of outwardly-extending flange 
portions; and 
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a plate member extending coupled to the raised plateau portion, the top plate including 
the engagement surface. 

20. (Withdrawn) The payload assembly of Claim 13, wherein the elongated support 
comprises a box-beam member. 

21. (Withdrawn) The payload assembly of Claim 13, wherein the elongated support 
comprises an "I"-shaped beam member. 

22. (Currently Amended) The payload assembly of Claim 13, wherein the 
engagement surface is co-planar with at least one of the lower surface of the floor panel and the 
support surfaces. 

23. (Withdrawn) The payload assembly of Claim 13, wherein the engagement 
surface is up to about 0.2 inches higher than the support surface. 

24. (Withdrawn) The payload assembly of Claim 13, wherein the engagement 
surface is within a range of between about 0.20 inches higher than the support surface and about 
0.04 inches lower than the support surface, inclusive. 

25. (Withdrawn) An aircraft, comprising: 

a fuselage operatively coupled to an airframe; 

a propulsion system operatively coupled to the airframe; and 

a floor assembly disposed within and coupled to the fuselage, the floor assembly 
including at least one floor panel and an elongated support having a support surface engaged 
with a lower surface of the floor panel, the elongated support further having an engagement 
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surface being at least one of flush with and recessed below the lower surface of the floor panel, 
the engagement surface being adapted to be operatively coupled to an aircraft component. 

26. (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 25, further comprising an aircraft component, 
wherein the aircraft component includes a seat member. 

27. (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 25, further comprising an aircraft component, 
wherein the aircraft component includes a partition. 

28. (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 25, further comprising an aircraft component, 
wherein the aircraft component includes at least one of a passenger seat, a galley, a lavatory, a 
cargo container, a partition, a fireplace, a shelf, a bed, and an article of furniture. 

29. (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the engagement surface has at 
least one of an engagement slot and an attachment aperture disposed therein. 

30. (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the engagement surface has an 
engagement slot disposed therein, the engagement slot having a plurality of alternating holes and 
lands and being adapted to cooperatively engage the attachment assembly. 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the elongated support comprises : 
a first channel member having a first upper surface; 

a second channel member approximately parallel to and spaced apart from the first 
channel member, the second channel member having a second upper surface approximately co- 
planar with the first upper surface; and 
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an engagement member coupled between the first and second channel members, the 
engagement member including the engagement surface, the first and second upper surfaces 
engaged with the lower surface of the floor panel. 

32. (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 31, wherein the engagement member 
comprises a plate and the engagement surface has at least one of an engagement slot and an 
attachment aperture disposed therein. 

33. (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the elongated support comprises: 
a raised plateau portion centrally disposed between a pair of outwardly-extending flange 

portions, the raised plateau portion including the engagement surface. 

34. (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the elongated support comprises: 
a raised plateau portion centrally disposed between a pair of outwardly-extending flange 

portions; and 

a plate member extending coupled to tire raised plateau portion, the top plate including 
the engagement surface. 

35. (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the engagement surface is co- 
planar with at least one of the lower surface of the floor panel and the support surface. 

36. (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the engagement surface is up to 
about 0.2 inches higher than the support surface. 

37. (Withdrawn) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the engagement surface is within 
a range of between about 0.20 inches higher than the support surface and about 0.04 inches lower 
than the support surface, inclusive. 
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38. (Withdrawn) A method of supporting a component, comprising: 
providing a component having at least one support member; 

providing an elongated support having a support surface and an engagement surface, the 
engagement surface being at least one of flush with and recessed below the support surface; 
engaging a lower surface of a floor panel with the support surface; and 
coupling the support member with the engagement surface. 

39. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, wherein providing a component having at 
least one support member includes providing a seat member having at least one support member. 

40. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, wherein providing a component having at 
least one support member includes providing a partition having at least one support member. 

41. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, wherein providing a component having at 
least one support member includes providing at least one of a passenger seat, a galley, a lavatory, 
a cargo container, a partition, a fireplace, a shelf, a bed, and an article of furniture having at least 
one support member. 

42. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, wherein providing an elongated support 
having a support surface and an engagement surface includes providing an elongated support 
having an engagement surface, the engagement surface having at least one of an engagement slot 
and an attachment aperture disposed therein. 

43. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, wherein providing an elongated support 
having a support surface and an engagement surface includes providing an elongated support 

-10 

60483 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 



BO1-0017US 
Disc. No. 03-1108 



having an engagement surface, the engagement slot having a plurality of alternating holes and 
lands and being adapted to cooperatively engage the attachment assembly. 

44. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, wherein providing an elongated support 
includes providing an elongated support comprising: 

a first channel member having a first upper surface; 

a second channel member approximately parallel to and spaced apart from the first 
channel member, the second channel member having a second upper surface approximately co- 
planar with the first upper surface; and 

an engagement member coupled between the first and second channel members, the 
engagement member including the engagement surface, the first and second upper surfaces 
adapted to engage the lower surface of the floor panel. 

45. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, wherein providing an elongated support 
includes providing an elongated support comprising: 

a raised plateau portion centrally disposed between a pair of outwardly-extending flange 
portions, the raised plateau portion including the engagement surface. 

46. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, wherein providing an elongated support 
includes providing an elongated support comprising: 

a raised plateau portion centrally disposed between a pair of outwardly-extending flange 
portions; and 

a plate member extending coupled to the raised plateau portion, the top plate including 
the engagement surface. 
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47. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, wherein providing an elongated support 
includes providing an elongated support having an engagement surface that is co-planar with at 
least one of the lower surface of the floor panel and the support surface. 

48. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, wherein providing an elongated support 
includes providing an elongated support having an engagement surface that is up to about 0.2 
inches higher than the support surface. 

49. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, wherein providing an elongated support 
includes providing an elongated support having an engagement surface that is within a range of 
between about 0.20 inches higher than the support surface and about 0.04 inches lower than the 
support surface, inclusive. 
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